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party of new men. In the good old way Cecil would pay his debt
to power by losing his head - another Thomas Cromwell. At
first they meant to overthrow Leicester but he joined forces
with them; so did his henchman Throckmorton, who had
changed from a friend to an enemy of Cecil's, and though still
a stout Protestant, probably thought it prudent to support the
Norfolk marriage scheme, seeing that Elizabeth was bent on
restoring Mary.

The incongruity of Throckmorton being in such company,
was matched at the other end by the northern Catholics, among
whom were the Earls of Northumberland and Westmorland,
and Leonard Dacres, each with personal grievances against the
Government. These Catholics and others in the south had been
plotting with the Spanish ambassador. They had long been
charmed with flattering notes and encouraging messages from
Mary and the exchange of pretty tokens - now a diamond ring,
now beads or perfume for the Countess of Northumberland,
now a precious stone set in a tablet of gold. If they did not
openly say that they wanted to change Queens, they aimed at
restoring Catholicism with foreign help, which could hardly
avoid ending in the deposition of Elizabeth. Nor could adequate
rewards come to them otherwise. Some were broken in fortune,
others, including the southern Earl of Arundel, all but bank-
rupt; and the revenue of Scotland would have made a poor meal
for such a greedy crew.

In March and April of this eventful year, 15 69, the storm was
blowing mightily against Cecil. On various excuses disgruntled
councillors absented themselves from meetings of the Council;
and on Ash Wednesday - it is said - Leicester ventured to tell
the Queen that most, and they the best, of her subjects thought
affairs so badly managed that either her State must run into
danger or Cecil must answer with his head. While Leicester
faced the Queen, and received a sound rating from his angry
mistress, Norfolk, in another corner of the Chamber, bravely
uttered his thoughts aloud to a fellow-councillor. Thwarted in
this approach, the confederates - again it is a story needing
corroboration - resolved to attempt a coup de main and arrest